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INTRODUCTION. 




"WITH JOT SHALL TS DRAW WATEK OUT OF ZHB WBLLS OF 
SALVATION."— ISAIAH, CHAP. XII. 

9 

|HE Author offers this little work with 
considerable diffidence to the public, 
and hopes to ^be' pardoned for all in- 
accuracy of style, and that some indulgence may 
be shown on account of the "good intention " 
with which it is presented to the reader. 

It is, perhaps, well that any one who feels 
he has something useful to say in the " cause of 
the Holy Scriptures" should not withhold his 
pen, although he may not be able to use it with 
the skill of the " practised writer." 



IV INTRODUCTION. 

Great care has been taken not to fatigue the 
attention of the reader; and to obtain this end 
it was thought desirable to divide the work into 
Chapters, making each Chapter, or sketch of 
Character, complete in itself. 

An Index is also furnished with references to 
the page where any particular " Character " may 
be readily found. By this arrangement it is not 
necessary to peruse each page in regular succes- 
sion, in order to understand the contents ; but at 
any time, and with but a few minutes to spare, 
the casual reader may open at random, and yet 
find a subject, close to hand, on which attention 
may be fixed. 

It is owing to the following simple circum- 
stance that these " Sketches " were written : 

A Bible Class was formed some time ago, under 
the supervision of the Minister of the Church 
near to which the Author resides, the object of 
the class being to give religious instruction for an 
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hour or two, once a fortnight, to the domestic 
servants in the locality. Feeling some little in- 
terest in the matter, he very naturally inquired 
what had transpired at the first meeting, and was 
told that the Character of Eve had been under 
consideration, it being arranged that those 
who were to attend that day fortnight, should, 
in the mean time, study the Character, and, 
if they could do so, should write down their 
thoughts on the subject. Here then was the 
idea ; and the Author thought that he, though 
not in any way connected with the " Class," 
would try and " write a paper." The subject was 
a pleasing one, and he felt a wish to join the 
Class in spirit, if he could not do so bodily. 
" Something -good was going forward; " he seemed 
to hear, near at hand, the ripple of the " sweet 
waters," and so he turned his face thitherward. 

Then, if of Eve's, why not some other 
Character? And thus the work grew, until 
it took its present form and substance. 



VI INTRODUCTION. 

Another word : expressive of a hope that the 
"fair reader" of these " Sketches" of Female 
Character, will honour them with a careful 
perusal, their Author having endeavoured to 
render them not only aa " suggestive," but as 
interesting as possible. Offering them for 
acceptance as the humble yet earnest effort of 
one who, with "good intentions," has sought 
to do his best. 

J. S. 

-1, HiBBBiVE Park Road, 

Upfbb Hollowat, London. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ON THE CHARACTER OF EVE. 
Gen. iii. 1 — 8. 




N reading these verses, the feeling 
that arises is one of surprise, and 
almost of indignation, that Eve 
should have yielded so readily and unresistingly 
to the words of the Serpent; but on considering 
them further, these feelings recede, and give 
place to those of apprehension and dismay, as 
the Tempter proceeds in his evil work — seeking 
to beguile with the most alluring promises the 
mind of Eve. 

We see the unsuspecting mother of mankind 
— fresh from the hand of the Creator, her yet 
innocent countenance beaming with wonder and 

B 
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delight — inclining more and more towards the 
charmer, as her pleased ear drinks in the 
strange but honeyed words. With consummate 
craft he says nothing to excite her fears — seek- 
ing rather to raise in her mind a doubt as to the 
perfect omnipotence of God. 

He tells her there is no truth in the words 
that they te shall surely die " if they eat of the 
tree of knowledge, that stands so fair to look 
upon in the midst of the garden ; but if they 
would pluck and eat its fruit* they should be 
like unto gods themselves— having their eyes 
opened, and knowing good and evil. 

Having by these words infused doubts into 
the mind of Eve, her faith in the omnipotence 
of God is shaken : she doubts and fears ; but 
all scruples give way at once when he tells her 
that after eating of this fruit their eyes shall be 
opened, and they shall become as gods. 

Allured, pleased, and dazzled by such a 
glorious future, can we wonder that Eve took 
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of the forbidden fruit and ate thereof? The 
appeal of the Serpent was directed to that point 
in her character which was the least likely to 
resist his assault. Knowing the imperfection of 
her human nature would be caught and dazzled 
by the promise of that glorious state of existence 
to which he poiated, he succeeded in exciting 
her desire after a something higher, mightier, 
and far more glorious than their present sta- 
tion. His appeal was chiefly to her ambition ; 
and the lesson we may draw therefrom is the 
lesson of contentment with our lot ; for we have 
seen how readily — we wonder, and feel almost 
angered, as we read how readily — Eve listened 
to the tempter, disregarding that one single 
command of God, which was apparently so easy 
to have obeyed. 

Nothing impossible was required ; God was 
not a hard task-master, and Eve could have kept 
this simple law; but she could not resist the 
subtle temptings of the evil one. Her faith in 
her Creator was unequal to this trial, and she 
fell before this evil influence. 

b 2 
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Let us all take heed, lest we also fall into 
temptation ; for we, in our time, shall find that 
though the yoke of Christ is easy, and His 
burden light, yet it is a hard matter to withstand 
the insidious counsels of our great adversary. 

Nor can we do this successfully by our own 
strength; we must pray to God to give us grace 
to withstand "the world, the flesh, and the 
devil " — those evil tempters, which are sure to 
attack us on our weakest side, and carry us away 
captive, unless we pray to God in singleness of 
heart to take not "His Holy Spirit from us," 
but through the intercession of His Son, our 
Saviour and Redeemer, and in the words He has 
instructed us to use to our Father which is in 
heaven, that He " would not lead us into tempta- 
tion, but would deliver us from evil." 




CHAPTER II. 



THE CHARACTER OF EVE— Contdojkd. 




ONTINUING to remark a little 
further on the disobedience of Eve 
and its consequences, we read that 
after she had herself eaten of the forbidden 
fruit, she offered the same to her husband ; 
and when they had both eaten, their eyes were 
opened, and they were ashamed. 

Here was an entirely new feeling, a most 
painfully distressing sensation to them, who, 
having hitherto received nothing but good from 
the hands of the Lord, began now to taste the 
fruits of evil. Their minds were greatly 
troubled* and they had a foreshadowing of 



6 GOLDEN GLEANINGS. 

more evils to come : they heard the roar of the 
dark waters from afar, with the murmurs of 
the coming storm, for after shame followed 
terror and remorse — those disquieting emotions 
which in all after ages were to disturb the 
peace and destroy the happiness of mankind. 

Having noted the first affliction — so new and 
so distressing to them who had hitherto been 
clothed with "innocence as with a garment/' 
we come to the next affliction, — which was 
terror; to be followed quickly by remorse. 
But terror and dismay were, without doubt, the 
next evils following after shame, for no sooner 
did they hear the voice of the Lord in the coo] 
of the day, than they sought to hide themselves 
amidst the trees of the garden. There seemed 
but little interval between their disobedience 
and the terrible consequences resulting from it. 

The sun — which in the morning had come 
forth from his " shining chambers " in the 
east, still lingered in the western sky, and had 
not yet ceased to shed some rays of parting 
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glory, and gem the earth with beauty. The 
flowers of Eden, fairest children of the earth, 
born of the soil of Paradise, and still fresh with 
the dews of the morning, had not yet folded 
their leaves in slumber, ere in the evening of 
that day the dreaded voice of the Lord was 
heard, calling them to account. 

It was on Adam that the Lord first called, 
saying, " Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof 
I commanded thou shouldest not eat?" The 
answer of Adam was, " The woman gave me of 
the tree, and I did eat." 

The Lord, speaking to the woman, said, 
" What hast thou done ? " And she answered, 
" The Serpent beguiled me, and I did eat" * 

Then the Lord, cursing the Serpent, put 
enmity between it and the woman's posterity 
for ever: "It shall bruise thy head and thou 
shalt bruise his heel." To the woman He said, 
a l will multiply thy sorrow; in sorrow shalt 
thou bring forth children, and thy husband 
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shall rule over thee." To Adam He said, " I 
will curse the ground fa* thy sake; in sorrow 
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life ; in 
the -sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return to the ground ; for out of it wast 
thou taken ; dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return," 

Such was the sentence passed on our first 
parents for disobeying the command of God. 

Notwithstanding their disobedience, the Lord 
had pity on them, He had compassion on their 
helplessness, He remembered that they were but 
dust, and He made them coats of skins and 
clothed them. But the time was come when 
they were to be driven out of Paradise ; they 
must not linger in the garden of the Lord, 
where all their wants had hitherto been abun- 
dantly supplied. They must go forth to till the 
rugged earth, and wrest from its barren soil a 
hard and scanty subsistence— exchanging the 
flowers of Eden for the thorns and briars of the 
desert Dark, indeed, and gloomy, was the 
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prospect before them — an offended God ! expul- 
sion from Paradise ! an unknown future ! The 
gentle heart of Eye might well shrink with 
fear as she lingered on the flowery threshold of 
that Eden they were to behold no more. 

" Must I thus leave thee, sweetest Paradise 4 
Thus leave thy happy soil — these walks and shades ? 
O flowers ! which each morn I visited, 
And last at evening — twin'd with loving hand ; 
Who now will rear you to the sun P or name 
Your tribes, and water from ambrosial founts P" 



But the word had gone forth, they must not 
stay, for God had placed on all the eastern side 
of Paradise, descending cherubim, in bright 
array and flaming sword, which burnt u fierce 
as a comet/* and turning every way, kept the 
passage to the Tree of Life. 



" All the eastern side of Paradise 
Waved over by that flaming brand ; the gate 
With dreadful faces thronged, and fiery arms ! 
Some natural tears they dropt, but wiped them soon, 
The world was all before them, where to choose 
Their place of rest, and Providence their guide ! " 
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Terrible as was the judgment pronounced on 
our first parents, it was yet tempered with mercy. 
They had lost their earthly Paradise, and they 
had forfeited the favour of their Creator; yet 
He had not withdrawn Himself utterly; all 
was not lost ; He had not renounced them for 
ever, because He had given a distinct and 
certain promise that the posterity of the woman 
should tread their adversary under its feet. 
How should He forsake, when in their extremity 
He commanded this blessed se hope " to visit 
them? Eves now, as they wiped away their 
tears, they beheld this bright Spirit rise out of 
the surrounding darkness, and point to that 
"glorious future," when the woman's seed 
should "bruise the Serpent's head." 

We are here taught the great and important 
lesson that nothing is hid from God; that the 
career of the disobedient is short, and that 
judgment follows quickly in the footprints of 
crime. From a consideration of these things 
we may a learn to cleanse our paths, and strive 
to rule ourselves according to His word ; " for 
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11 



the same God who, for their disobedience, cast 
our first parents out of Paradise, and " hath 
visited the sins of the fathers upon the children," 
still lives to take vengeance on the evil-doer, 
and to execute justice and judgment in the 
earth. 




CHAPTER III. 

ON THE CHARACTER OF SARAI. 
Gen. xii. 16. 




|HE next character for our considera- 
tion is that of Sarai, the wife of 

• 

Abram. In the beginning of the 
12th chapter of Genesis, we read that the 
Lord commanded Abram to depart from his 
own country, and go into the land of Canaan. 

When Abram arrived there with his wife qnd 
all his household, he built an altar unto the 
Lord, for God had promised to bless him, and 
all the families of the earth through him. 

At this time there occurred a severe famine 
in Canaan, which compelled Abram, with his 
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household, to leave it and make their way into 
Egypt. As they journeyed onward Abram spoke 
thus to his wife : " Thou art, indeed, a fair 
woman to look upon, so that when the Egyptians 
see thee they will kill me, because I am thy 
husband ; and thee, they will take away : say, 
therefore, thou art my sister ; then shall my life 
be spared." 

In compliance with this desire of her husband, 
Sarai agreed to pass as the sister instead- of the 
wife of Abram: thus depending on their own 
device of untruthfulness and deceit, instead of 
trusting fully in the power of God to keep them 
from harm. 

Their journey being now ended, it came to 
pass, as Abram had foretold, that the Egyptians, 
being much struck with the singular beauty of 

a 

Sarai, commended her before Pharaoh, Bang of 
Egypt — and from this it followed that she was 
brought into the king's house. This was dis- 
pleasing to God — insomuch that He afflicted 
Pharaoh with " great plagues," so that he com- 
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manded Abram to take his wife, together with all 
that belonged to him, and depart out of Egypt. 

• 

After a period of ten years, during which 
time Abram dwelt in Canaan, Sarai, to her 
great grief, continuing childless, persuaded 
Abram to take unto him Hagar, the handmaiden 
whom they had brought out of Egypt, in the 
hope that children might be born unto them. 

When Sarai saw that in due time a child was 
to be born of Hagar, she treated her handmaid 

* 

with such severity that she fled from them into 
the wilderness. Although Hagar was treated 
thus harshly by her mistress, yet God did not 
despise the lowliness of His handmaiden, for 
He sent an angel unto her as she was resting 
near a fountain of water, who inquired from 
whence she came, and whither she was going ; 
when she had answered, the angel said unto her, 
" Return, and submit thyself to thy mistress, 
for thou shalt have a son, and shalt call his name 
'Ishmael,' because the Lord hath heard thy 
affliction." 
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i 

It is 1 this circumstance, of dealing so harshly 
with her handmaiden, which enables us to under- 
stand Sarai's character; there was little before 
in her history to guide us on- this point, but 
read by this light we see very clearly the fickle- 
ness and inconsistency of her character ; we see 
many dark shadows rest upon it ; we see dis- 
content and envy ; we see jealousy and revenge. 

We learn from this how quickly and inevit- 
ably one sin is born of another ; how needful it 
is to cheok the beginnings of evil; and to 
guard against the first promptings of envy and 
revenge. 

Even in this imperfect sketch from the 
history of Sarai, we cannot help seeing that 
when envy enters into the human heart, it 
engenders other malignant passions, such as 
jealousy, cruelty, &c. This fact may be traced 
in the conduct of Sarai herself; for when she 
saw that Hagar was likely to have a son, she 
became filled with envy towards her, acting 
with such tyranny that the poor Egyptian hand- 
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maiden was driven from Abram's house, prefer- 
ring to wander in the desert rather than endure 
her mistress's cruelty, 

•* In all ages of the world this vice appears to 
have been prevalent among men. It is so now : 
it was equally so at the time of which we are 
speaking ; and even in the beginning of time, in 
the first pages of sacred history, we find its 
baneful influence shadowing the heart of man. 

1% was this demon which, stirring up the 
jealousy of Cain, made him the murderer of his 
brother. It was the same evil spirit of envy 
which caused the sons of Jacob to sell their 
brother into slavery* 

While in the instance before us we see to 
what lengths envy will carry its votaries, we 
may see and deplore the evils it has in all after 
times wrought on the earth; even of the few 
characters introduced in these pages, there is 
scarcely one in connexion with which some trace 
of this dark passion may not be distinctly seen. 

C 
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Nor should these examples be lost on us 
— we, who have the light of the Gospel, the 
teachings of the Saviour for our guide. 

"Whatsover ye would that men should do 
unto you, do ye also unto them." If we bear 
in mind this injunction, we shall be able, with 
the help of the Holy Spirit, which the Father 
will give to them that ask it, to encounter this 
evil passion, and beat it under our feet. Then, 
being our duty, it will be also our pleasure to 
fulfil the command of the Saviour, "to love 
one another." We shall then "forbear one 
another, forgiving all that trespass against us." 
For as this is the "Great Commandment" of 
the law, that " we love our neighbour as our- 
self," so it is indeed the truest" wisdom, even 
that "gentle wisdom" which cometh from 
above. 

Without this priceless gift of love and charity, 
all our other virtues are as " sounding brass ;" 
for as the " soft breath of Spring " stirs into 
life the tender blossom, so shall charity quicken 
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every good and gentle thought into bringing 
forth fruitful works. 

We must, therefore, pray that God will give 
us this "most excellent gift," without which, 
even our faith lies dead, and all the social 
virtues perish. 

We must strive for that charity which 
" thinketh no evil " of others ; " which doth 
not behave itself unseemly ; which suffereth 

Jong, and is kind." 




CHAPTER IV. 

ON THAT BEAUTY WHICH IS ACCEPTABLE UNTO 

GOD. 




(HIS may be a proper occasion to 
offer a few remarks on the beauty 
which is acceptable before God. 
In connexion with the history of Sarai, we 
read that she was " fair to look upon," and of 
a beautiful countenance — it being this beauty 
of person which induced Abram to devise 
the untruth that she should pass as his sister, 
instead of his wife; causing thereby the cala- 
mities of God to fall as well on themselves 
as on Pharaoh and his house ; giving us a very 
striking proof of the troubles and afflictions 
which may sometimes result — as in this instance 
they did result — from mere beauty of person. 
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We may do well to consider whether this 
property of beauty is really worth possessing ; 
or, whether misery and misfortune do not 
oftener result from it, than happiness and con- 
tentment. 

We find in our own time, as well as in the 
time of our ancestors, even back to the remotest 
periods, that the possession of this gift of beauty 
has been deemed so perilous that it has been 
called the " fatal gift ; " for in every age it has 
been more potent for evil than good. It has 
occasioned wars, and bloodshed, and destruc- 
tion : it has caused conquerors and kings to dis- 
regard honour, and glory, and justice, merely 
for its sake ; and to think the " world well lost " 
to gain its smile. 

Nor is it a gift conferring happiness even to 
its possessor, as we may learn from the troubled 
life and untimely end of some of those celebrated 
Beauties referred to in history. 

The same may truly be said of it in our day ; 
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still it is the " fatal gift ; " still is its path beset 
with snares and pitfalls, so that it id almost im- 
possible it should escape the many dangers sur- 
rounding it on every side; unless, indeed, be 
added to it that "beauty of holiness," which 
alone is acceptable unto God; for "beautiful 
are the footsteps" of those who "tread His 
courts with gladness," and worship Him in His 
holy temple. 

Let us consider, too, how fleeting, how 
transient is mere animal beauty ; how liable, by 
the many accidents of life, to be impaired or 
lost It is sure to fade as old age approaches : 
sickness may impair or destroy it altogether: 
afflictions, which wring the heart and bow the 

head in sorrow, may soon lay low our beauty, 
and tread its glory in the dust. 

11 Like the tall poppy, overcharged with rain, 
Whose heavy head lies drooping on the plain.' 1 

Sometimes we have a notable instance of this. 
Now and then we see some one amongst our- 
selves, very fair and beautiful, suddenly struck 
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down by a fearful disease; those once lovely 
features changed into unsightliness and defor- 
mity. We are not, however, to conclude that 
this loss of beauty is always to be regretted ; a 
kind Providence often compensates a visitation 
like this by endowing the heart with the 
" beauty of holiness," and drawing it closer to 
Himself; for the Lord "loveth whom He chas- 
teneth." It is as if our better angel had, in very 
pity, snatched the fading flower of beauty from 
our brow, and planted there a wreath, more last- 
ing, and far more pleasing to the eye of God. 

We may also consider it from another point 
of view, because we know that mere personal 
beauty is never sure of retaining the admiration 
which it at first excited. The love or the affec- 
tion which was earned away by a fair face 
to-day, may, in like manner, be carried away by 
a fairer one to-morrow ; indeed, no one expects 
this kind of beauty to be lasting: Beauty, 
fresh to-day as the leaves of Spring, may 
shortly fade like the dying leaves of Autumn, 
and other beauties bloom in its stead. 
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u Autumnal gales here strew with leaves the plain : 
There, Spring's soft breath new robes the branch again. 



t» 



And so it is in life : here flourishing in youth 
and beauty ; there passing away for ever. 



" So generations in their course decay ; 
So flourish these, when those have passed away 1 



t» 



How different from all this ! How far more 
pleasing to contemplate, that other kind of 
beauty which is so well-pleasing in the sight 
of God! namely, the "beauty of holiness," 
which does not perish like the flowers of Spring, 
nor fade like the falling leaves of Autumn, and 
then lie trodden in the dust; but flourishes 
more and more unto the perfect day, growing 
fairer and brighter to the last. Guiding our 
path in youth, it also sustains our age ; it 
comforts us in sickness ; it sheds hope and joy 
around the bed of death ! It blooms beside the 
grave ; it sanctifies the hallowed spot where 
"Faith" and "Hope" lie waiting 1 Where 
the loved one " sleeps in Jesus ; " where the 
precious dust lies slumbering ! It lives beyond 
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the grave, and in the great day of our Resur- 
rection will wreathe our brows with glory, and 
flowers that never fade ! 

May all of us, then, who know these things, 
choose that better part of beauty which shall 
not be taken from us ; not caring for the body 
or its requirements — for after such things, " do 
the Gentiles seek;" but seeking first "the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto us." For our 
heavenly Father knoweth that we need them; 

and He, the Saviour of mankind, He who fed 
the five thousand in the wilderness, will provide 
still for those who follow Him. 

" Consider the lilies of the field: they toil 
not, neither do they spin; yet your heavenly 
Father clotheth them: verily I say unto you, 
that even Solomon, in all his glory, was not 
arrayed like one of these." 




CHAPTER V, 

ON THE CHARACTER OF LOT'S WIFE 

Gen. xix. 




T is recorded in this Chapter that two 
angels appeared unto Lot, as he 
sat, in the decline of the day, near 
the gate of the city. On seeing them, Lot 
bowed his head reverently, and pressed them to 
tarry in his house all night — rising early in the 
morning to continue their journey. 

The first ray of light had scarcely dawned 
upon the earth, when the angels, hastening unto 
Lot, said unto him: "Take thy wife, thy 
daughters, and whatsoever thou hast, and bring 
them away, for the Lord's anger is kindled 
against this city, and we are sent to destroy it." 
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On hearing these words, Lot went forth to 
rouse his sons-in-law, lest they should be con- 
sumed. But they made light of his words : they 
were incredulous ; nor did they heed the timely 
warning, for he seemed like one that mocked 
unto his sons-in-law. 

But there was no time for parley. The sun 
had risen for the last time on the doomed cities 
of the plain, and the heavens were dark with the 
coming vengeance of the Lord. Fear, sudden 
terror, and wild affright ruled the hearts of all. 
The earth, heaving beneath their feet, trembled 
as a frightened child before the threatening 
footsteps of its God. 

And now, as the fiery storm was about to fall 
from heaven, Lot yet lingered ; and the angels 
laid hold upon his hand — upon the hand of his 
wife and his two daughters, bringing them in 
safety beyond the city. They said unto him: 
" Escape for thy life ; look not hehind thee, nor 
remain in this plain: escape to the mountain, 
lest thou be consumed." 
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But Lot said, a Not so, my Lord ; thou hast 

saved my life; send me not to dwell in the 

mountain, lest some evil befal me and I die. 

Behold there is a little city close at hand, where 
I may dwell safely (it is a little city), and my 

soul shall live." 

This prayer of Lot was granted, and hence- 
forth the name of that city was called Zoar. 

Even now it was but early morning, the sun 
having just risen on the earth, as Lot entered 
into Zoar. And then began the fiery deluge. 
We are told that the Lord rained down fire and 
brimstone out of heaven, overthrowing those 
cities, and smiting the guilty earth with stones of 
fire out of heaven. 

Here, there was wailing and gnashing of 
teeth I Here, was the cry of agony ! Here, the 
silence of despair! the writhing form! the 
shriek of death! Heart of man, or tongue, 
can neither conceive nor name the horrors of 
that day. 
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A scene like this is not to be described in 
words. The mind is confused ; the pen faulters ; 
imagination is at fault, and all seems lost in 
clouds and darkness. Indeed, there seems im- 
piety in the attempt to clothe such a scene in 
words; for what are our thoughts? or where shall 
we find words in which to give them utterance, 
when even the imagination itself, in its wildest 
flight, is blinded in the lurid light from heaven ? 

Human nature is voiceless as it stands awed 
and silent before this dread manifestation of 
Divine Power. 

A little further onward in this Chapter, we 
read that Lot's wife, either forgetting or dis- 
regarding the command of God, "looked back 
behind her, and she became a pillar of salt." 
And behold, when the morning was come, 
nothing was left of the guilty city, and the 
smoke of the country round about it went up as 
the smoke of a furnace. 

There is in the swift and sudden destruction 
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of these cities, a retribution so awful and tre- 
mendous; there is apparently a vengeance so 
fierce and implacable, that the mind has at first 
some difficulty in reconciling such attributes 
with the long-suffering, much-enduring mercy of 
God. It would seem as if mercy were swallowed 
up in anger ; while from our own hearts arises a 
sign of compassion, as we let fall tears of 
sympathy for the untimely fate of some, at least, 
of those who perished. 

There seems a confounding of things, for all is 
lost together ! Young as well as old — the hoary 
head, white with the snows of many winters ; the 
babe and suckling — meet alike a common doom. 
Not a ray of light breaks the threatening cloud ; 
the sword of the Lord is fed with anger, vengeance 
is let loose, and comes on — gloomy as night — 
while mercy shrieks and flies, shuddering, away. 

This view, however, representing God as the 
fierce and remorseless destroyer of his creatures, 
the just with the unjust^-destroying all, and 
sparing none — is a superficial one, and does not 
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present a correct view of the intentions of God 
in reference to the total destruction of those 
cities. His purpose was to have spared them, 
could he but have found any of the inhabitants, 
no matter how few in number, who walked in 
his ways. Of this merciful intention we find 
ample proof on turning to the preceding Chapter, 
where we find Abraham making intercession in 
their behalf, in these significant words : — 

" It is far from Thee, O Lord, to destroy the 
righteous with the wicked ; peradventure there 
be found fifty righteous ; wilt Thou not spare the 
city for their sakes ? And the Lord said, If I 
find fifty righteous, I will not destroy it." On 
Abraham pleading still further for mercy, the 
Lord said : " If I find forty righteous, I will not 
destroy it for forty's sake." 

In this manner did Abraham continue to in- 
treat the Lord, until he said, " If, peradventure, 
there be ten found," and still the same merciful 
answer was vouchsafed unto him ; for the Lord 
said : " I will not destroy it for ten's sake." 
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Here, then, we have proof enough that such 
was the mercy and forbearance of God; that 
could He have found but ten righteous persons, 
He would have spared the city for their sakes. 
Thus proclaiming from His own mouth, and 
making known unto Abraham that His mercy 
was equal to (may we not almost add, that it was 
even greater than) His justice? For did He 
not refrain from anger, and continue to with- 
hold His vengeance, until the wickedness was 
universal, and none could be found to walk in 
His ways ? 

We may, therefore, dismiss the idea of God 
punishing the just with the unjust; adopting 
rather the words of the sweet singer of Israel, 
let us say : " O give thanks unto the Lord, for 
He is gracious, and His mercy endureth for 
ever." Or with Abraham, when he spake with 
the Lord, let us exclaim : " Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right? " 

We must always remember that we do not 
serve a harsh and relentless Master, but one 

D 
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who thus reasons with His people* "Come 
now, and let us reason together," saith the Lord ; 
" though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 

they shall be as wool. But if ye refuse and 
rebel, ye shall be devoured by the sword, for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." 

Stern, indeed, and terrible are the lessons 
here taught us, accustomed as we are to regard 
our Father in heaven as full of compassion and 
mercy, always willing to save to the uttermost. 
We must at the same time remember that He is 
a jealous God, " visiting the sins of the fathers 
upon the children of them that hate Him," and 
habitually disobey His law. We must take 
heed to our steps, praying Him to give us His 
Holy Spirit, "whereby we may be able to 
withstand all the fiery darts of the devil;" for 
we cannot withstand them by our own strength, 
nor can we do anything without Divine assist- 
ance; depending on ourselves, we are sure to 
faint by the way. We may, indeed, make firm 
resolutions, and be most sincere in our efforts 
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to fulfil them ; but poor human nature, resting 
merely on an arm of flesh, has not the strength 
to struggle onward: it cannot keep the rugged 
and the " narrow path," but, like Lot's wife, it 
falters by the way : it turns to "look behind." 

Let us, therefore, pray for that " gentle 
wisdom" from above, which will teach us to 
look to this in time. For why do we linger 
here ? Why do we delay to ask for light, and 
strength, and wisdom from above? Why not 
renounce the world at once ? Why not walk in 
the light of His countenance ? 

Have we any secret sins which we find it 
hard to forsake? Or do we wait for a more 
" convenient season " ? — allowing ourselves to 
linger yet a little longer in the primrose paths 
of pleasure, and staying to cull the fading 
flowers, which are about to vanish from our 
sight. Do we still " look back" with longing 
eyes on the charms, the tinseled joys of this 
world, all of which we intend presently to 
abandon ? because, if thus irresolute, we are not 
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the true disciples of the Lord ; for they that 
are His, have already " crucified the flesh with 
the affections and lusts." Nor can any such 
waverers expect to be the accepted soldiers of 
the Cross, seeing that they offer only a divided 
allegiance to their Divine Master. 

Our task is, to shake off this fatal sloth at 
once, and to be "waverers" no more, but to 
press onward, leaving the world and the things 
of the world behind ; looking upwards, for ever 
upwards, to that bright fountain of light and 
life " from whence cometh our salvation. n 

" My son, give Me thy heart," were the 
words employed by Him who has been called 
the wisest among men ; and truly these words — 
more precious than rubies, if taken in their 
integrity — are as tests of the sincerity of our 
desire to serve the living God ; because if we 
can give Him our heart, we. give Him that, in 
exchange for which He will bestow on us a 
crown of glory and everlasting life ; " for God 
is greater than our heart, and knoweth all 
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thinga* He knoweth u we have done what we 
oould," and will accept the offerings of His 
good and faithful servants. 

Finally, we will consider what the Saviour 
Himself has said unto some wavering believers, 
who were willing to follow Him On certain con- 
ditions. One said: "Lord, I will follow Thee 
whithersoever Thou goest, but first let me bid 
farewell to them at my home." Another said : 
" Suffer me first to go and bury my father." Thus 
showing that they did not give Him their whole 
heart; they would follow Him, indeed, provided 
it was not inconvenient to do so, and nothing 
stood in the way; but they would not forsake 
all things, in order to follow Him. They could 
not give Him their entire heart: they faltered 
by the way, and, like Lot's wife, they " turned 
to look behind." 

To such followers as these what did the 
Master say ? Let us take heed to His words, 
and fix them in undying characters on the 
tablets of our hearts; for they are the touch- 
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stone by which the sincerity of our own faith is 
to be tested, and contain the most solemn warn- 
ing to those amongst us who are yet a waver- 
ing " in their allegiance to Him. 

" No man, having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
heaven." 




CHAPTER VI. 

ON THE CHARACTER OP REBEKAH. 
Gen. mv. 




|0 doubt the character of Rebekah is 
one of the most interesting in Bible 
history; some events in the early- 
part of her life especially, are marked by inci- 
dents of uncommon gracefulness and beauty. 
If we refer to her union with Isaac, we shall 
find it brought about under circumstances of 
almost romantic interest. 

It is impossible to read with indifference the 
account of her meeting with Abraham's messen- 
ger at the well of Nahor, where he and his ten 
camels were resting themselves after their jour- 
ney. The time was evening, and the coming 
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twilight was fast descending on the earth ; when 
Rebekah, coming to draw water, sees the 
stranger, with his cattle, resting near the spot. 
She answered his request for a drink of water, 
by saying, " Drink, my lord," offering him at the 
same time the pitcher from her arm. She then 
hastened to draw more water, until all his camels 
had drank enough. 

The weary traveller could not but wonder at 
her ready kindness, and presenting heir with 
some jewels of gold, said : 

rtf Tell me, fair damsel, whos*e daughter thou 
art ; and is there room in thy father's house for 
us to lodge?" 

On hearing this request, the maiden hastened 
home to her mother's house, relating what she 
had seen at the well. 

Now Rebekah had a brother, named Laban, 
who, having heard what his sister had to say, and 
seeing the golden jewels in her hand, went out to 
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welcome Abraham'* servant, providing for his 
cattle, and setting meat before his guest. But 
the traveller said : 

"I may not eat until I have declared my 
errand. The Lord hath blessed my master Abra- 
ham with great riches and honour, and he is not 
willing that his son Isaac should take a wife from 
the daughters of Canaan, in which land he dwells : 
he hath, therefore, sent me to his father's house, 
that I may seek a wife for his son ; and I have 
besought the Lord to prosper my way in this 
matter. Even now, as I was musing by the 
waters of Nahor, Itebekah came forth with her 
pitcher on her shoulder, giving me and my camels 
to drink. Now, blessed be God,;who hath led me 
in the way, to take my master's brother's daugh- 
ter unto his son. Tell me, now, if you will deal 
faithfully and kindly by me ; for, if not, I will 
depart on my way ?" 

Thea Laban and Bethuel answered : ** This 
proceeding is from God. Lo ! there is Kebekah : 
take her and go S " 
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On hearing these welcome words, Abraham's 
servant brought forth jewels of silver and gold, 
with costly raiment, which he gave to Rebekah, 
giving also precious gifts to her brother and 
mother. 

When the morning was come, he said: " I will 
return to my master, the Lord having prospered 
my errand." 

Rebekah was now called, her friends asking 
her "whether she was willing to go with this 
man ? " and she answered, " I will go ! " They 
then gave her their blessing, saying : " Be thou 
the mother of countless millions ; may thy poste- 
rity be blessed through all generations, and hold 
the rule over their enemies throughout all ages ! " 

Having received this blessing, Rebekah, ac- 
companied by her damsels, rode on the camels 
towards the land of Canaan, continuing their 
journey until the shadows of evening began to 
fall upon the earth. 
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At this point in the history of Rebekah, we 
will turn aside for a little space to glance at 
Isaac himself, who we find at the decline of the 
day going out into the fields to meditate. 

When we consider the time of life at which 
he had arrived (he being forty years old when 
he took Rebekah to wife), we see how natural 
it was in a man of his mature years, to seek the 
quiet solitude of the fields, where, without in- 
terruption, he might ponder over this most im- 
portant event of his life. 

The day was drawing to a close ; sweet was 
the silence of nature — solemn the repose of earth 
and heaven ; the wild flowers of the plain, swept 
by the passing breeze, were about so sip the dews 
of evcming, and then to gather up their leaves in 
sleep. The western sky, tinged far and wide 
with the softened radiance of the setting Sun, is 
filled with fleecy clouds of amber and of gold ; 
while the " crimson Orb" of day (having run 
his course of glory), though fast descending to 
his "Ocean Isles," continues yet to cast long 
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beams of golden light aslant the earth, and seems 
to linger in his downward path — delaying still 
to give his last kiss to hi* bride, the earth: 
even as the bridegroom, whose hbur of departure 
has arrived — though repeating again and again 
his " last farewell " — still dallies in the predettce 
of his bride, and loves to linger in the: chambers 
of his beloved. 

As Isaac was thus musing with himself, he 
raised his eyes towards the city of Nahor, and in 
the distance he beheld approaching, in the golden 
sunset, the group of camels, and the servants of 
his father; at the same time, Rebekah henself, 
perceiving the form of Isaac approaching, in<- 
quired of Abraham's servant, " who that man 
was, hastening to meet them ? " 

When she heard it Was Isaac* she alighted 
from her camel, and, in accordance with the grace- 
ful custom of that age, took a veil and covered 
herself therewith. In this manner she was con- 
ducted by Isaac to his mother's house, where she 
became his wife. . 



ON THE CHARACTER OF REBEKAH. 45 

Some years after this event Abraham died, 
giving all he possessed unto Ifeaac. Rebekah, how- 
ever, continued childless, and after twenty years 
had elapsed, Isaac entreated the Lord on her be- 
half; when she became the mother of two sons, 
named Esau and Jacob. Esau, the first-born, as 
he drew near his manhood, became a great 
hunter — rough and rugged in his nature, he was 
the favourite of his father* Jacob— differing 
from his brother, in being of a milder and more 
docile nature — is described "as a plain man, 
living in tents ;" accordingly, Isaac loved Esau, 
" but Rebekah loved Jacob." 

After a long interval of time, when Isaac was 
old, and his eyes were so dim that he could not 
see, he said to his eldest son : " Go into the 
fields and get some venison, and make savoury 
food thereof, such as I love ; so that I may eat, 
and my soul shall bless thee before I die." 

Now Rebekah, hearing these words, called her 
youngest son, commanding him to fetch the meat 
so desired by his father. This she prepared her- 



46 GOLDEN GLEANINGS. 

self; then taking some of her .eldest son's rai- 
ment, she clothed J&cob therewith, the better to 
deceive his father, and then sent him to personate 
his brother, and receive the promised blessing in 
his stead. 

Jacob himself appears to have entered very 
willingly into the deceit, and after -some parley 
with his father (who had at first some presenti- 
ment that he was being deceived), succeeds in 
obtaining the much-desired blessing. 

By the time that Isaac had made an end of 
blessing Jacob, his eldest son had returned from his 
hunting ground, when he made ready the meat, and 
took it to his father, saying : i( Arise, my father ; 
eat of my venison, and then give me thy blessing." 

When Isaac heard these words, he trembled 
exceedingly, saying : "Where is he from whose 
hands I have eaten before thou earnest, and who 

has received my blessing ? Yea, and he shall be 
blessed." 
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These unexpected words wrung the heart of 
Esau with grief, for he uttered a loud and ex- 
ceeding bitter cry, imploring his father to bless 
him also. Thus importuned by his best beloved 
son, the aged patriarch made answer, saying : 
" Thy brother came with sub til ty, and hath taken 
away thy blessing." 

It is impossible not to feel shocked at this act 
of deceit practised on the aged and afflicted 
parent. We witness his distress of mind — his 
heavy affliction; we behold him stricken with 
blindness, bowed beneath the weight of years, 
and apparently in the last stage of his earthly 
pilgrimage, expecting each succeeding day to be 
his last, showing cruelty, as well as deceit and 
craft, in these proceedings of Kebekah and her 
son. 

It is very evident that Esau himself attached 
the utmost importance to his father's blessing, or 
we should not find him exclaiming in such im- 
passioned language, when he heard how his 
brother had supplanted him : 
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€€ Hast thou but one blessing, O my father ? 
bless me, even me also 1" and then he lifted up 
his voice, and wept. 

On hearing this cry of distress from his son, 
Isaac gave him an assurance that the abundance 
of the earth should fall upon him, like as the 
dews from heaven; that his portion would be 
to live by his sword, yet be subject to his 
brother. 



After this, we are not surprised to read that 
Esau hated his brother, and even purposed to 
destroy him. This intention being told to Ke- 
bekah, she feared for the life of her youngest 
son, and said unto him : " Thy brother's anger is 
kindled against thee ; and he is comforted with 
the hope of killing thee ; therefore, take heed to 
my words : depart from hence, hasten to my 
brother Laban, who lives at Haran; and stay 
with him until thy brother's anger turn away ; 
then I will send and fetch thee home ; for why 
should I lose you both at once ? " 
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She then spake with Isaac on the matter, ad- 
vising him to send Jacob away, lest he should 
take a wife from the daughters of Canaan, as it 
would be better that he found one among Laban's 
daughters. 

Isaac then, blessing him, sent him on his way 
to Padan-Aram. 



What befel him there, will be shown in the 
succeeding Chapter, when we come to consider 
the character of Rachel, who, in time, becomes 
the wife of Jacob ; but not until he had passed 
many years of hard and thankless servitude in 
Laban's service. 

When we reflect on the conduct of Rebekah, 
and the part she took in deceiving Isaac, while 
finding much to condemn, we may derive some 
useful lessons, from a consideration of the evil 
consequences which followed close upon the de- 
ceitful treachery practised against Isaac and his 
son Esau. 

£ 
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We see the anguish of the aged parent — the 
distress of the son. We see the enmity and ill* 
will excited between the brothers — an enmity so 
bitter, a hatred so intense, that one brother 
sought to slay the other, and it was only by flight 
that Jacob could hope to save his life. He was, 
however, most severely punished, in that he had 
to undergo many years of toil and hardship in his 
kinsman's service. The one longing desire of his 
heart — (( That " for which his secret soul pined 
with an ardour which time itself could not abate 
— t( That " for which he endured seven long years 
of unrequited toil — making even that long period 
pass as one day — being still withheld from him ; 
and not until he had served another seven years, did 
Laban give him his youngest daughter Rachel. 

After this, he continued six more years in the 
service of his father-in-law; making altogether, 
as he himself says, " twenty years of servitude, 
during which time I have served thee faithfully 
and well — suffering the heat of the sun by day, 
and the frosts by night ; so that sleep departed 
from mine eyes." 
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Nor was Rebekah without her punishment. 
She suffered much anguish from the loss of her 
best beloved son ; and instead of sending to fetch 
him back from Laban's house, as she fondly 
hoped and expected to do, she was left to mourn 
in secret, vainly watching and waiting, with that 
" deferred hope,' 9 which sickeneth the heart. 

Seed time and harvest, Summer and Winter, 
succeeded each other, but still he came not; 
year after year passed away, but the truant son 
returned no more 1 Nor does it appear that she 
ever saw him again, as she seems to have died 
during some period of that twenty years passed 
by Jacob in her brother's service. 

From all this we may distinctly see, that any 
deviation from the straightforward paths of in- 
tegrity and honour leads only to trouble, misery, 
and disappointment. Seeing this, the " child of 
God " will strive to be content with such things 
as he has, without striving to deceive or over- 
reach his brother; he will follow the line of 
truthfulness and duty — turning neither to the 
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right hand nor to the left; he will remember 
that the day is at hand, when it will profit more 
to have subdued one evil desire of the heart, than 
to have " numbered the host of heaven." He 
will assume no borrowed appearance; he will 
seek no disguise, and he "will fear no evil;" 
because he knows that whosoever " walketh up- 
rightly, walketh surely." 

But if, forgetting our Father which is in Hea- 
ven, we choose the crooked paths of deceitfulness 
and wrong, we shall surely find that, even in the 
affairs of this world, they will not lead us to the 
objects of our desire. We may be sure that 
whatever may be apparently gained by fraud and 
treachery, brings along with it so much of evil, 
as not to be worth the sacrifice of truthfulness 
and honour. 

From the lessons here taught, may we all 
strive to act towards our brother, so as to main- 
tain a conscience void of offence towards God 
and towards man. May we all walk circum- 
spectly — " not as fools, but as wise." 



CHAPTER VII. 

ON THE CHARACTER OF RACHEL. 
Gen. xxix. — xxxi. 




JHESE Chapters record all that is 
most interesting in the history of 
Rachel. Nothing can be more beau- 
tiful or more touching than some of the scenes 
here delineated. 

We read, that Isaac sent his son Jacob unto 
the house of Bethuel, in order that he might 
take a wife of the daughters of Laban, his 
mother's brother. "With this design, Jacob jour- 
neyed towards the East, until he drew nigh the 
well of Haran, near to which Laban, his kins- 
man, dwelt. Here, seeing shepherds watering 
their flocks, he inquired if they knew Laban. 
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They answered that they knew him, and he was 
well. 

As they were yet speaking, Rachel, the young- 
est daughter of Laban, drew near with her flock 
of sheep, which it was her custom to water. 
When Jacob saw her, he rolled away the stone 
from the well's mouth, and helped her water the 
flock. 

As he gazed upon her, he was struck by her 
marvellous beauty, and his heart yearned towards 
his fair kinswoman. 



Then followed this most tender scene, for 
Jacob could not control his feelings.' He saw 
before him this gentle shepherdess, bright as the 
" dewdrops of the morning," pure as the gushing 
waters of the fountain beside which they stood. 

" Her hair was bright, as hyacinthine dyes ; 
The ' soft Narcissus' tmg'd her sleepless eyes : 
Her cheeks like roses, born in Eden's grove ; 
Fairer than starlight were her brows of love." 
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Nature was working at his heart He went 
up to her, and kissed her. He lifted up his 
voice, and wept ! 

When this burst of feeling was over, he told 
her his simple tale. Who he was, and how he 
had left his father's house, and was on the way 
to seek Laban, his mother's brother. 

Turning aside from this tender scene, we see 
Rachel hastening homewards, to tell her father 
concerning the stranger she had met at the waters 
of Haran. On hearing who the stranger was, 
Laban went out to meet and welcome Jacob, 
who was nursing his new-born love, as he lin- 
gered beside the fountain. Here Laban wel- 
comed him kindly, and took him to his house, 
where, after Jacob had remained a month, he 
said unto him: "Thou shalt not serve me for 
nought, though thou art my kinsman ; tell me, 
therefore, what shall thy wages be ? " 

To this Jacob answered: "For seven years 
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will I serve thee, if thou wilt give me thy 
youngest daughter, Rachel." 

Now Laban had two daughters — Leah, " the 
tender-eyed," and Rachel, u beautiful and well- 
favoured." And Jacob served seven years, and 
so constant was his abiding love, that they seemed 
to him as a few days. When the time had ex- 
pired, he demanded Rachq} as his wife. On this 
Laban gave a great feast, and in the evening he 
took Leah, his eldest daughter, and led her unto 
Jacob; who, when the morning was come, seeing 
how he had been deceived, reproached Laban 
with his treachery. He could not forget the 
gentle Shepherdess of the Well. It was for 
Rachel, and her only, that his soul hungered; 
and Rachel ! Rachel ! was still the cry that rose 
from the secret chambers of his heart. Not even 
Leah, with the -dove-like eyes, whose locks were 
" dark as the drops of night," and whose ripened 
beauty partook of the rich splendour of her na- 
tive skies — not all the daughters of the land of 
Canaan, from whence he came, could quench 
the burning love, which the fair Rachel first 
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kindled in his heart, by the waters of 
Haran. 

After a short time, Laban gave Rachel unto 
Jacob, who agreed to serve him yet seven more 
years. After this Leah had four sons, but Rachel 
was childless, causing her to show envy and jea- 
lousy towards her sister. So much did these 
evil passions influence her thoughts, that she 
cried out unto her husband in these impassioned 
words : €€ Give me children, or else I die." 
Whereupon, Jacob rebuking her impatience, 
she struggled with her evil spirit — beseeching 
God, with a chastened heart, that He would 
grant., her desire. Then the Lord heard 
her prayer, and she became the mother of 
Joseph. 

After some further years of servitude on the 
part of Jacob, he said unto Laban: "Send me 
away, that I may go to my own country ; for 
little thou hadst when I came, and the Lord 
hath blessed thee since my coming. When shall 
I provide for mine own house also ? " 



58 GOLDEN GLEANINGS. 

Laban, however, did not desire to part With 
One who had served him so well, so that Jacob 
resolved to depart secretly. He therefore pre- 
pared his wives, his sons, his cattle, and all that 
he had, and rose up and fled. And now, turning 
their faces towards the setting sun, they began 
their journey towards the land of Canaan. 

It was a very natural feeling — the wish to 
pass the remainder of his days in the land which 
gave him birth. The feeling, indeed, is univer- 
sal ; showing itself, not only in man, but in all 
oreated things. The wild beast of the forest, 
after being wounded by the hunter, escapes from 
the open plain, and seeks the friendly covert, 
wherein to pant away its life. The wounded 
bird turns on drooping wing, and flutters feebly 
to its nest, and dies. While man, the great lord 
of all, when the time is come for him to cast 
down his heavy burden, turns his eyes with 
longing towards the dear soil which gave him 
birth. Earth — our fond mother, Earth! on 
whose breast we first drew the breath of life, 
when the lamp of life grows dim, calls her weary 
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child back to her gentle arms, where the last sigh 
is uttered ere he takes his everlasting rest. In 
all ages of the world it has been the same ; even 
before the last stage of life is reached, man feels 
an intense yearning after the land of his nativity. 
One of the sweetest of our native poets has given 
expression to this sentiment, in these few words 
of matchless grace and beauty — 

" Where'er I roam, whatever realms I see, 
My heart, untravelTd, fondly turns to thee. 1 ' 

But it is time to apply the lesson to be drawn 
from Rachel's character. We see in it much im- 
patience and discontent at God's decrees; we 
trace envy, and therefore uncharitableness, to- 
wards her sister, Leah. We have seen that the 
passionate and impatient desires of her heart 
were not answered by God; yet afterwards, 
when she besought Him with a humble and 
contrite spirit, then He answered her humble 
prayer. And He will do the same for us if we 
approach Him in like manner; for those "that 
seek Him humbly shall find Him" — praying 
Him to endue us with the grace of His Holy 
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Spirit, bo that we " may ask only such things as 
shall please Him." 

" For will not He who withheld not His only 
Son, freely give ub all things? " And we, who 
are His children, and inspired by His Holy 
Spirit, cannot ask or desire anything inconsis- 
tent with His will. Nor are such prayers unan- 
swered by God, although He may withhold our 
desire for a season, in order to make trial of, and to 
strengthen our faith. But the Righteous, doubt- 
ing nothing, will remember always, with humble 
hope and joy, these words of the Redeemer: 
" Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father, in My 
name, He will give it you. Ask, and receive, 
that your joy may be full." 




CHAPTER VIII. 



ON THE DEATH OF RACHEL. 

" And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave : that is the pillar 
of Rachel's grave unto this day."— Gen. xxxv. 20. 



" Say, thou lone pillar, as thy solemn shade 
Falls on the tomb, where my beloved is laid ; 
Say to the stranger, as be muses nigh, 
That Rachel's ashes here lamented lie." 



|AVING seen so much, even in 
this imperfect sketch of Rachel's 
life, to excite our imagination 
and move our sympathy, it would seem 
somewhat inconsistent with these feelings 
to pass over entirely without notice the 
manner of her death, which, besides being 
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attended with some very touching inci- 
dents, appears at the same time to convey 
a strong feeling of the just retribution of 
God. 



Remembering, as we do, her passionate 
desire for children, with her intense love 
of them, we cannot avoid seeing how all her 
duties to God and to her fellow ceatures 
gave way before these selfish feelings of 
the heart; for beautiful as these natural 
feelings are in the female character when 
kept within reasonable and proper bounds, 
they become intensely selfish, and are very 
powerful for evil, when indulged in to ex- 
cess, and to the utter exclusion of other 
and more sacred duties. And here was the 
great error in Rachel's character — forgetful- 
ness of every duty in this one absorbing 
passion, love of offspring, which, ruling every 
action of her life, was still the "ruling 
passion, strong in death." 
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We cannot read without emotion the 
account of the death of the gentle Rachel, 
so loving and so beloved, which took place 
at Bethlehem, on the way to Ephrath, 
where she died after giving birth to her 
second son, whose name she called "Be- 



noni." 



We cannot help but sorrow, even as the 
faithful Jacob did, for this almost perfect 
woman, this fond mother, this faithful wife ; 
called away so suddenly, before the fulness 
of her years had come, and in the richest 
bloom of her womanhood and beauty. 



Our eyes dim with tears as we think of 
the dying mother in the last hour of her 
mortal agony, forgetting her own pangs, 
her only thoughts were for her new-born 
son. She called his name : " Benoni ! " It 
was nature's last sigh; the time was come; 
his name still trembled on her dying lips. 



CHAPTER IX. 

ON THE CHARACTER OF JOCHEBED, THE MOTHER 

OF MOSES. 

Exodus ii. 




jOR our next subject we will turn to 
the above Chapter, which gives an 
account of the birth of Moses, and 

of the manner in which he was saved from 

destruction by Pharaoh's daughter. 

It appears that Pharaoh, King of Egypt, being 
jealous of the increasing numbers and growing 
influence of the Hebrews, had given orders that 
every male child, born of Hebrew parents, should 
be cast into the Nile ; but the mother of Moses 
succeeded in hiding her son for the space of 
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three months. When this concealment became 
no longer possible, she made ,a kind of ark of 
rushes, with such other material as she could get, 
so as to make it waterproof; then placing her 
infant therein, and trusting in the promises of 
God, bore her precious burden and placed it 
among the flags which grew on the river's brink. 
While this was being done, the sister of Moses 
stood afar off, watching to see what would befal 
the infant. 

Now the daughter of Pharaoh, with her 
maidens, coming down to the river to wash, saw 
the little vessel among the flags, and sent her maid 
to fetch it. When she saw what it contained, 
and that the infant wept, she had compassion on 
it, saying : " This is one of the Hebrews' chil- 
dren." On seeing this, the sister of Moses came 
forward, saying : " Shall I provide a Hebrew 
nurse for the child ? " 

She then brought the child's mother, who was 
to receive wages for nursing it, and the child 
grew, becoming as a son unto Pharaoh's daughter, 
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and she called his name Moses, because she had 
Baved him from the river. 

Here we have a strong proof of the loving 
kindness of God in not suffering the child to 
perish, because the mother had trust in His pro- 
mises, that He would bless Abraham and his 
seed for ever. Having faith in the " promise," 
she did not hesitate to leave her infant son 
within reach of the treacherous river ; and her 
confidence in God's word, which He sware unto 
Abraham, Isaac, and unto Jacob, was amply 
rewarded, and her child saved by the interven- 
tion of Pharaoh's daughter, whose woman's heart 
was touched with pity on seeing this helpless 
babe cast away to perish in the waters. Moved 
with compassion by his feeble cry, she pressed 
the sobbing infant to her heart, and became to 
him as a mother, and he loved her like a son. 

From this act of faith, on the part of the 
mother of Moses, which resulted in the preser- 
vation of her infant, we learn how needful it is 
to have a perfect trust in God's word, and how 

F 2 
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abundant, even in this life, is their reward who 
have a steadfast unwavering belief in the power 
of God. 

" All things are possible to them who believe." 

It is on this foundation we must build our 
hope. We must pray for belief, and that our 
belief may be strengthened, in order that we may 
be able to present works acceptable unto God. 

" Lord, I believe : help Thou my unbelief! " 
was the humble prayer of the suppliant father, 
when he approached the Redeemer weeping, 
and with tears of entreaty besought him to 
save his son. And what did our Saviour 
say? "If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth." " Lord, I do 
believe : help Thou my unbelief! " was the answer 
of the supplicating parent; and then Jesus 
healed his son, and granted the desire of his 
heart. Not to his entreaty, let us bear in mind 
— not to his importunity nor his tears, let us 
remember — but simply to his faith, and to that 
only. 
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And here, we may well pause a little, to 
consider and ponder over this most important, 
this vital point in our religion, how we too may 
increase our faith. " Lord, help our unbelief," 
should be the constant prayer of those who seek 
to be numbered amongst His servants ; and as a 
means of increasing our faith, we can do nothing 
better than read carefully and reverently the 
four Gospels in the New Testament ; for the 
more we read and consider these — especially the 
miracles wrought by our Saviour — the greater 
will be our faith — becoming more and more 
active, and more productive of good works. 

One more instance, among many, of the 
necessity of faith, before closing these remarks. 
It shall be that of the woman whose belief in the 
Redeemer was so strong, that she sought but to 
touch the hem of His garment ; when Jesus, 
turning to her, said : " Daughter, go in peace ; 
thy faith hath made thee whole." 

Let us then be of good cheer. The same 
Saviour speaks to us in like manner, even as He 
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spake unto the ruler of the synagogue, saying : 
" Be not afraid ; only believe." 

Cheered by these words, let us go on our way 
rejoicing. We will have trust in His word ; we 
will not fear; we will rejoice with trembling; 
we will believe in Him. 

"For whosoever believeth in Me, shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life/' 




CHAPTER X, 

ON THE CHARACTER OP MIRIAM, THE SISTER OF 

MOSES. 

Numbers xii. 




JE gather from this Chapter of 
Numbers certain facts tending to 
elucidate some points in the cha- 
racter of Miriam. First of all, we are made 
aware that she spake against* Moses, because, 
haying married a woman of Ethiopia, he had, 
as she conceived, debased himself by this 
marriage with the Ethiopian woman, who she 
deemed unworthy to be the wife of Moses, 
the servant of the Lord. Then, reflecting on 
Moses, she said: " Hath the Lord indeed spoken 
only by Moses: hath He not also spoken by 



72 GOLDEN GLEANINGS. 

us?" meaning by these words, Aaron and 
herself. 

Now the Lord heard her murmuring and 
discontent, and " He came down in the pillar 
of the cloud," standing in the door of the 
Tabernacle. He called unto him Aaron and 
Miriam, rebuking them for having spoken 
against His faithful servant; and His anger 
being kindled against them, He said: "With 
Moses will I speak face to face, so that he shall 
behold the similitude of the Lord; not as ye 
shall hear and see Me — in dark speeches, and 
shrouded in the thick cloud." 

Then the Lord departed ; the cloud also dis- 
appearing from off the Tabernacle : and behold 
Miriam became leprous — white as snow. When 
Aaron saw this, he said unto Moses : " Alas ! my 
lord, let her not remain like this, as one dead ; 
I beseech thee not to lay this sin so heavy 
on us." 

Now Moses was of all men the most meek 
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and gentle, and being moved by Aaron's en- 
treaties, he had pity on them, praying earnestly 
unto the Lord for Miriam ; and his prayer was 
heard ; for when she had been expelled the camp 
on account of her leprosy, in seven days she 
was received into it again, and the children of 
Israel continued their journey. 

We see here a remarkable instance of envy 
and jealousy shown both by Aaron and his 
sister Miriam, because the Lord had appointed 
Moses, in an especial manner, to receive His 
commands and to be His servant, as is shown 

. in many parts of the Book of Exodus, saying : 
that " The Lord commanded Moses," or " The 

# Lord spake unto him," &c. It was this dis- 
tinction shown to Moses which raised envy and 
excited jealousy in their hearts, causing them to 
speak against him, and to say : " Hath not God 
also spoken by us as well as by Moses; wherefore 
then should he be preferred to us?" 

We have seen how suddenly and terribly 
the Divine vengeance fell upon Miriam, and 
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was only turned aside by the earnest prayers 
of Moses himself, who besought and obtained 
pardon for those who endeavoured to injure 
him — thus returning good for evil. 

There is here a twofold lesson set before us, 
showing, on the one hand, how readily the 
human heart may give way to envy and jealousy 
(as in the instance of Aaron and Miriam), and 
how prompt and terrible was the ppnishment. 
On the other hand, we have a beautiful example 
Of meekness and forgiveness on the part of 
Moses towards those who had evilly intreated 
him, and used him so despitefully. 

Let us profit by these lessons ; praying that 
He, "from whom no secrets are hid," would 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspi- 
ration of His Holy Spirit ; that He would purge 
our hearts of envy, hatred, and malice; and 
bestow on us that meekness which is so well- 
pleasing in His sight ; and then, with Him for 
our Ruler and Guide, we shall have grace to 
forgive (even as Moses did) all who may speak 
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against us, or seek to do us harm ; like him, too, 
we shall be the servants of the Lord, and need , 
fear no evil; for have we not "His rod and 
staff" to comfort us? 

The vicissitudes and the storms of this life we 
will accept, not altogether as punishments, but 
as trials rather of our faith, sent to prove its 
steadfastness. Troubles, the enmity of friends, 
misfortunes, may afflict us, but the weary pilgrim 
does not despair; he knows that he is placed 
on the " Bock" that is higher than himself, and 
he points upwards to his Father which is in 
Heaven, and is comforted. 

Like the tall rock unmoved — though at its 
foot the raging waters may foam, and roar, and 
beat themselves in vain — it stands fast for ever, 
and rears its lofty head among the stars. 

" Though round its base the rolling waves are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head." 

Even so shall the meek "dwell in tran- 
quillity," though danger and trouble surround 
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them ; for they have the words of the Redeemer 
Himself sustaining them. They have His 
especial blessing, and His promise of a rich 
inheritance, even in this world; for hath He 
not said : " Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth?" 




CHAPTER XL 



ON THE CHARACTER OF RUTH. 




N considering this character, we are 
presented with a remarkable instance 
of love and affection exhibited by 
Ruth towards her mother-in-law Naomi. It is 
recorded, that in consequence of a famine in 
Bethlehem, Naomi, with her husband and their 
# two sons, went to sojourn in the country of 
Moab; and after a time, Elimelech, the husband of 
Naomi, died, leaving her with her two sons, who, 
in process of time, took them wives of the women 
of Moab : the name of the one was " Orpah," 
and thena me of the other, "Ruth." After a 
period of ten years, both the sons died, and the 
woman was left childless and a widow. 
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Naomi, haying now lost all those who were 
dear unto her, felt a desire to return to the 
land of her birth, having heard that the famine 
had ceased, and "that the Lord had blessed 
the people in giving them bread." Wherefore, 
she said to her two daughters : " Return now 
to your mother's house, and may the Lord deal 
kindly by you, even as ye have dealt with my 
two sons and with me." 

But they would not go away from one who 
spake so kindly unto them : they could not part 
from her who had been as a mother to them 
both, and one whom they loved so well. 

When the time was come that they were to 
part for ever, she took them by turns and kissed . 
them, when they all wept together, the sisters 
fcaying unto her : " We will not leave thee ; we 
will go with thee to thy country and thy people/^ 
But she answered: "Not so; turn again, my 
daughters, for why should you go with me ? 
leaving your kindred and your native land, to 
dwell among strangers. It is better for you to 
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go back, for why should you follow me ? What 
can I do for you both ? Can I reoal to life my 
two sons that are dead ? Can I give you back 
the husbands you have lost ? Alas ! all that was 
most dear to me are gone : my husband, my 
two sons whom I loved, I leave behind me in 
the grave; and I return to my own country, 
bereaved, stricken, and alone 1 Therefore, turn 
back again, my daughters, and go away ; leave 
me to my sorrows, for I am much distressed 
because of you." Here they lifted . up their 
voices and wept; but Orpah, more impulsive 
than her sister, rushed into her mother-in-law's 
arms, and kissed her passionately; but Ruth 
held her peace, keeping close to Naomi. 

So it came to pass that Orpah " returned 
to her people and her gods." On seeing this, 
Naomi, turning unto Ruth, said : " Behold, thy 
sister-in-law has gone back ; return thou also in 
like manner." 

Bat the constant heart of Ruth was not to 
be turned aside from its purpose. She would 
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follow Naomi, even though she went alone ; she 
would go, though all her kindred had to be 
left behind. With a voice full of love and affec- 
tion, she answered thus : " Intreat me not to 
leave thee ; where thou goest, I will go ; where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall be 
my people, and thy God my God ; where thou 
diest, I will die, and there will I be buried." 

To this burst of affection what could Naomi 
say? The voice of worldly wisdom was dumb. 
It was the cry of nature; it was the voice of 
love, and it touched the heart of Naomi, who 
offered no further remonstrance to the appeal of 
Ruth, who accompanied her mother-in-law to 
Bethlehem, where the people of that city said : 
"Is this Naomi?" To this she answered: 
" Call me by that name no more : call me € The 
Sorrowful,' for the Lord hath dealt very bitterly 
by me. I went out full, and He hath brought me 
home again empty." 

Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, 
named " Boaz," a man of great wealth ; and as 
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it was about the time of barley harvest, Ruth 
went out to glean in the fields belonging to 
Boaz, who, on seeing her, inquired of his 
servants, "Who is this damsel?" When he 
knew who she was, and how she had left both 
kindred arid country to follow after her mother- 
in-law, he spake very kindly unto her, telling 
his reapers to let fall handfuls of corn in her 
path, so that she might glean abundantly. This 
continued all the time until the end of the 
harvest; the affectionate Ruth returning home 
each evening to her mother-in-law, laden with 
the rich gleanings gathered in the fields of 
Boaz. 

We see her bending her weary steps home- 
wards in the still eventide, her arms filled with 
the ripened wheat-ears, nodding to the earth 
their rich abundance, as swept by the soft 
evening breeze, and glowing in the golden radi- 
ance shed from the last rays of the setting sun. 

When the harvest was finished, it came to 
pass that one night Boaz, after winnowing 
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barley in his threshing-floor, feasted and made 
merry, then went to lie down near the heap of 
corn. After a time, Ruth approached softly, and 
laid her down at his feet. When Boaz became 
aware it was Ruth, he said unto her: "The 
Lord bless thee, my daughter, for thou art full 
of loving-kindness, even as thou art full of 
modesty and virtue; because now I see thou 
dost not follow after young men, whether rich 
or poor. Fear not, my child, I will do all thou 
requirest, seeing I am thy near kinsman; and 
as the Lord liveth, I will perform a kinsman's 
part unto thee." 

Shortly after this, Boaz married the constant 
Ruth : she becoming in fulness of time the 
mother of Obed, and thus, like Rachel and like 
Leah, helped to build up the house of Israel; 
for Obed was the father of Jesse, who was the 
father of David. 

Such is a brief sketch of the history of 
Ruth. And now of Naomi, what shall we say 
of her ? 
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It would indeed be strange insensibility to 
pass oyer a character having such strong claims 
on our sympathy and admiration. Here was 
a life of trial and affliction undergone with 
singular firmness and submission to God's will. 
We almost fear her faith in Heaven will be 
shaken ; but still the brave heart holds on, and 
bears up against an overwhelming tide of trouble 
that threatened to sweep everything before it. 

We cannot even now read the account of her 
sad bereavements without our pity being strongly 
excited, and our pity turns into admiration as 
we behold her — her heart still bleeding with 
the loss of her husband and her two sons — calmly 
giving counsel and advice to her daughter-in- 
law. Indifferent as to her own prospects, she 
still cared Jbr their future welfare, advising them 
as she thought best for the time to come, while, 
as to herself, she was prepared to return to 
her own country, widowed, childless, and in 
tears. 

Surely we may learn lessons of patience and 
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resignation here, and we ought to profit largely 
from a careful study of Naomi's character. 

And now of Ruth — the constant, the loving, 
the faithful Ruth ! * Here, too, are lessons which 
should stir the better part of our nature. We 
admire her constancy, her devotedness, and her 
unselfish love; we watch with eyes of interest 
and affection the various changes and vicis- 
situdes in her life; and we rejoice when at 
length she becomes the happy wife of the good, 
the generous Boaz. 

And now, practically, in applying the lesson 
to ourselves, we may well ask whether, in our 
own hearts, there dwells that undying love to 
the Great Redeemer of mankind which would 
cheerfully forsake c 5 all things" in order to follow 
Him. Can we give up all worldly considera- 
tions for His sake ? Are we ready to " confess" 
Him, both by words and by deeds, before men ? 
Do we love Him before kindred and friends ? 

" Because he that loveth father and mother 
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more than Me, is not worthy of Me; and he 
that loveth son or daughter more than Me, is 
not worthy of Me." Do our hearts leap with 
joy when we read these words of love and mercy 
from His mouth, w confessing" us before His 
Father in Heaven? 

" Whoso shall do the will of My Father which 
is in Heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, 
and mother." 




CHAPTER XIL 

ON THE CHARACTER OP HANNAH, THE 
MOTHER OF SAMUEL. 

1 Samuel L 



" Hope, with uplifted foot, set free from earth, 
Pants for the place of her ethereal birth ; 
On steady wings sails through the immense abyss, 
Plucks amaranthine flowers from bowers of bliss ; 
And crowns the soul, while yet a mourner here, 
.With wreaths like those immortal Spirits wear.'* 

|N studying this Chapter, giving the 
history of Hannah, that which chiefly 
strikes us is the earnestness of that 
"hope" which was so conspicuous in her cha- 
racter. In other parts of the Old Testament 
we meet with characters remarkable for faith 
and charity ; these two Christian virtues being 
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often exhibited with singular distinctness and 
much clearness of outline. In the present 
instance, we have hope presented to us as the 
leading feature in the character of Hannah. 

We read that a certain man of Mount 
Ephraim, named Elkanah, had two wives, one 
named Peninnah, the other was named Hannah : 
the first-named had children, but the latter was 
childless. 

Now Elkanah, according to his yearly custom, 
went to the Temple of the Lord, at Shiloh, to 
offer sacrifice, giving on these occasions presents 
to his wife as well as to his children. Nor was 
he unmindful of Hannah, whom he dearly 
loved, and to whom he gave a " goodly portion." 
When the two wives accompanied him to*the 
Temple, Peninnah railed at Hannah because she 
had no children, and this distressed her so much 
that she wept very bitterly and could not eat. 
Elkanah seeing this, sought'to soothe her distress, 
saying : " Why art thou so sorrowful ? How is 
it thou dost not eat ? Am not I more to thee 
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than any other ? Am not I dearer to thee than 
ten sons?" But Hannah would not be com- 
forted; she rose up, and, seeking the Temple, 
prayed unto God in the bitterness of her heart, 
saying : " O Lord of Hosts, if Thou wilt indeed 
look on my affliction; if Thou wilt remember 
me; if Thou wilt give a son to Thy handmaiden, 
then will I give him unto Thee, and all the 
days of his life shall he serve Thee." 

In this way Hannah continued praying to the 
Lord in her heart, for though her lips moved, 
yet her voice was not heard. As Eli, the priest 
of the Temple, saw that her lips moved, yet 
heard no words, he supposed she had been 
drinking wine, and reproached her for coming 
into the Temple. But she answered thus: 
" Reproach me not, my lord, my spirit indeed 
is sorrowful, but not with wine or strong drink; 
judge me not so harshly! Out of the abun- 
dance of my grief have I spoken, and have 
sought the Lord with tears, that I may pour 
out my soul before Him; let therefore thine 
handmaid find grace in thy sight." 
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When the priest heard this, he answered: 
" Go in peace! and may Israel's God grant thy 
desire." Hannah then went her way, full of 
hope and joy. The hope of the righteous was 
hers. She ate bread with a cheerful heart, and 
her countenance was sorrowful no more. 

In fulness of time she had a son, who was 
called Samuel, because she had asked him of 
the Lord. 

The time for the yearly offering at the Temple 
haying now arrived, Elkanah with his household 
went to offer the accustomed sacrifice; but 
Hannah said: "I will not go till this child is 
weaned, then I will present him to the Lord, 
and he shall abide there for ever." To this her 
husband answered : " Do as thou deemest best, 
and wait if it please thee till the child is 
weaned." 

When that time had come, Hannah brought 
the child to Eli the priest, telling him that she 
was the woman who beforetime had stood there 
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praying unto the Lord. " Behold, here is my 
son. For this child I prayed, and the Lord hath 
given me that which I asked Him; therefore, 
this my son I devote to His service; all the 
days of his life shall he be the servant of the 
Lord." 

'She then, in the gladness of her heart, gave 
thanks unto God, saying : " There is none like 
the Lord, who raiseth the poor out of the dust, 
to make them inheritors of His glory. Blessed 
be His name; my heart rejoiceth in His sal- 
vation ; my song shall be of His praise." 

Thus was the heart of Hannah made to rejoice 
and aing; heir sorrow turned into joy. And 
thus did Hope with gentle hand wipe from her 
cheek the tears of anguish, .and cover the future 
of her days with a golden veil. 

At this point in the history of Hannah it will 
be profitable to consider how and for what cause 
It was that this great blessing was vouchsafed 
unto her. We shall find at once what is sought 
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when we think of the earnestness with which she 
prayed in the ^Temple — caring nothing for forms, 
disregarding utterly the (( outward manner" of 
worship. She came to the Tabernacle of the 
Lord, with perfect confidence land t€ hope " in His 
mercy, beseeching Him with a faithfulness and 
a fervour which came from her inmost soul, 
presenting to the God in whom she trusted the 
incense of a true and contrite heart. Such was 
the offering she laid upon His altars, and we 
have seen that God had respect to her offering, 
and granted her desire. 

How obvious is the lesson here taught to all t 
How distinctly it guides the footsteps of the true 
believer to the great fountain of hope and joy ! 

We must, indeed, read the Word of God in 
vain not to see here a striking example of the 
efficacy of prayer ; that is, of earnest and fervent 
prayer. And we ! — we, to whom the Gospel has 
been preached — have its assurance that the same 
Almighty Father who heard the prayer of 
Hannah will not refuse to hear us if we do but 
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ask in the name and through the merits of the 
Redeemer; under the shadow of the Cross we 
must make our petition, because " No man 
cometh to the Father but by Me." 

In the meantime we must be patient under 
whatsoever trials we have to endure, for we 
know that however great may be our afflictions 
here, there is One above who can turn our 
sorrow into joy, and, if it so please Him, send 
" hope " to cheer us with a brighter future, 
covering even the calamities of life with a golden 
mist. 

Despondency and gloom are not the Christian's 
heritage upon earth : and an extreme indulgence 
in grief seems an offence in the sight of Heaven, 
as it certainly implies a mistrust in the provi- 
dence of God, rather than a dutiful submission 
to the will of Him who ordereth all things 
according to His wisdom. It is also an insult 
to the Redeemer Himself, who came into the 
world to " save that which was lost," and to 
reconcile us to the Father. 
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*' Let not your heart be sorrowful; for I will 
send the Comforter unto you, even the Spirit of 
truth, which shall abide with you for ever." 
" In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 

Let then the mourner think of Hannah, who, 
having faith in the Lord, dried her tears. If 
any still sorrow for the lost ones they have loved, 
let them sorrow, but not " without hope ;" some 
"natural tears" may fall: they are, however, 
the tears of the flesh, not of the spirit, for that 
will rise to the life immortal, to inherit the 
kingdom "prepared from the beginning;" for 
hath He not said : " A little while and ye shall 
not see Me, because I go unto the Father ; but 
I will see you again, when your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you ?" 

If we have faith in these words, we have also 
hope, because "faith" and "hope" are insepa- 
rable; for is not hope the handmaid of faith, 
and does she not follow in her shining foot- 
steps? 
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Faith, gazing hopefully on the Cross of Christ, 
sees her crucified Redeemer dying " that we 
might live ;" but " Hope," gazing heavenward, 
points to those bright " mansions of My Father's 
house," which are built beyond the stars. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

ON THE CHARACTER OF ABIGAIL. 
1 Samuel xxv. 




|E ARCHING a little further the pages 
of the Old Testament, we come 
to the above Chapter, which intro- 
duces us to Abigail, and furnishes us with a 
very pleasing instance of loving kindness on her 
part. We read that her husband Nabal possessed 
great riches in Cafmel, being the owner of 
thousands of sheep and goats, but that he was of 
a churlish and brutal temper — much given to 
wine, and altogether evil in his doings. 

His wife, however, was of a totally different 
nature, being of a kind and gentle disposition ; 
possessed of a good understanding ; was fair to 
look upon, and of a beautiful countenance. 

H 
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The Chapter proceeds to narrate that David, 
who, with certain of his followers, were in the 
wilderness of Paraft, in great need of provisions, 
sent ten of his young men unto Nabal, greeting 
him with fair words, and praying him to give to 
his young men something of his abundance, in 
order to relieve their urgent necessities. But 
Nabal received them discourteously, replying 
to their request by saying: "Who is David? 
What is the son of Jesse to me? Many ser- 
vants now a days desert their master, as you 
perhaps are doing. Why should I give away 
my substance unto men of whom I know 
nothing ? " 

Answered in this manner, David's messengers 
seeing that nothing was to be obtained from 
Nabal, returned and told him how scornfully 
they and their message had been treated. On 
hearing their report, David's anger was kindled, 
and he bade four hundred of his men arm them- 
selves at once, so that he might lead them 
against Nabal, and utterly destroy all that per- 
tained unto him. 
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In the mean time, while this was going on, it 
was told to Nabal's wife how David's messengers 
had been railed at, and their request scornfully 
refused. Then Abigail, losing no time, con- 
sidered within herself what was to be done in 
order to turn aside the evil which threatened 
Nabal and his household. In this emergency, 
she did not consult her husband, knowing how 
useless it would be to do so — serving only to 
provoke his anger — but getting together a 
number of beasts of burden, she caused them to 
be laden with corn, and fruits and wine, which 
she despatched under the care of her servants, 
as presents unto David, following afterwards 
herself. 

It may be here observed that Carmel was a 
very hilly country, it being impossible to see 
with distinctness any objects except those lying 
near at hand. As Abigail journeyed onward, at 
the foot of a hill she suddenly met David with 
his men hastening on their way to take ven- 
geance on Nabal. No sooner did she see him 
than she approached and bowed herself to the 

H 2 
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» 

ground at his feet, saying : " Regard not Nabal's 
folly in this matter, my lord-; in speaking so un- 
advisedly he hath but spoken as is his custom, 
and according to the measure of his foolish- 
ness. 

" On me, on me ! " she cried, ts pour out all 
thine anger ; yet hear my entreaties — listen to 
thine handmaid ! I did not know of thy appeal 
unto Nabal ; I did not even see the young men 
thou didst send. Let there be peace between us, 
and so may the Lord bless thee in withholding 
thy hand this day from shedding blood ; for the 
Lord Himself will surely build up thy house and 
make thee ruler over Israel ; and then when this 
blessing shall come upon thee, thou wilt not, in 
the dawn of thy prosperity, have this sin upon 
thy soul to wring thy heart with grief and dim 
the brightness of thy glory — seeing thou hast 
restrained thine arm from taking revenge upon 
Nabal, and that thy sword is guiltless of blood 
unprofitably shed. Forgive, I pray thee, the 
earnest entreaties of thy servant, and let thy 
handmaid bless thee ! " 
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Pleading in this way unto David, can we 
wonder that he was much moved by the words of 
this beautiful woman, and that he answered 
thus : " Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for 
sending thee to meet me ! Blessed be thy words, 
and blessed be thou also, who hast kept me from 
shedding blood and avenging my own cause; for 
surely hadst thou not spoken to me in this way, 
I would have slain with the sword, before the 
morning light, all the followers of Nabal. Re- 
turn now to thy husband ; go back to thy house 
in peace. I have hearkened to thy voice, and 
will accept the presents thou hast brought." 

On hearing these words, Abigail returned to 
her husband, whom she found feasting and 
making merry. On seeing him overcome with 
wine, she told him nothing concerning her inter- 
view with David, very wisely deferring what 
she had to say until the morning, when he 
should have recovered from his debauch. 

• 

On the morrow, when Nabal became aware 
how narrowly he had escaped the hand of 
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David, " his heart died within him/' and in ten 
days he died. 

Thus perished Nahal, the Carmelite — struck 
down suddenly by the hand of God in the 
midst of his wantonness and pride, and his 
wickedness was returned on his own head. 

When David heard of this, he returned thanks 
to God, who had Himself avenged his cause, 
and kept him from evil. He then sent mes- 
sengers unto Abigail, inviting her to come unto 
him, as he purposed to make her his wife. She 
received these agents of David very graciously, 
and having heard their request, dismissed them 
courteously; then, summoning five of her 
damsels, followed after, and became the wife of 
David. 

From the incidents here given, marking so 
distinctly the character of Abigail, we cannot 
fail to derive important lessons inculcating the 
practice of universal charity with the Christian 
duties of active benevolence and love. 
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Nor are these the only virtues set before us ; 
we have also a striking instance of the exercise 
of that gentle wisdom from above, under whose 
heavenly guidance Abigail was able so to govern 
her words and actions as to avert the danger 
which threatened her husband and his house. 

It was this happy combination of wisdom with 

benevolence which called down a two-fold bless* 

ing — first on David, who was thereby preserved 

from the guilt of revengeful bloodshed; and 
again on herself, in becoming after Nabal's 

death the wife of David, and the sharer in his 

future prosperity and glory. 

It is the blending together of wisdom and 
benevolence which constitutes that true Charity 
which the great apostle has declared to be 
greater than Faith and Hope : " Though I speak 
witji the tongue of men and angels, and though 
I give all my goods to feed the poor, yet have 
not charity, it profiteth nothing." 

The charity here spoken of is not a sudden 
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impulse of the mind, urging its votaries to be 
blindly lavish of their substance, and profuse in 
the indiscriminate giving of worldly things. 
This may be benevolence, or it may be indiscre- 
tion, or it may be rashness, or even folly ; but it 
is not charity. Lacking wisdom, it lacks the 
better part of itself. True charity is neither 
hot-headed nor rash, but is always calm and dig- 
nified in its movements ; and, taking wisdom for 
her guide, knows how to exercise liberality with 
judgment, and to combine benevolence with 
discretion. Under such heavenly guidance, it 
falls as the " gentle dew from heaven," refresh- 
ing all things within its reach— animating, sup- 
porting, strengthening. 

It is twice blessed: "it blesseth him that 

gives, and him that takes." More gentle than 
any other virtue, it is at the same time more 

potent than them all. At all times zealous, in 
behalf of the poor and needy, it is equally ready 
to confront the proud; nothing is too lowly 
for its notice or too lofty for its seal. It de- 
lights to comfort * the afflicted ; to cheer the 
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widow's heart; to dry the orphan's tears. It 
can soothe the troubled spirit, or it can stay 
the wrath of kings. It can still the sob of 
anguish, and break the warrior's spear. 

This is the heavenly virtue we see personi- 
fied in the character of Abigail. The picture 
itself is radiant with beauty. We see before us 
this fair woman, bowing herself down at the 
feet of David, entreating him in the most 
persuasive terms to mercy and forbearance. 
But it was not her beauty, it was not her gentle 
and attractive presence, which won his heart 
to mercy and' turned the edge of his sword. 
It was Charity herself speaking by the mouth 
of Abigail, and employing the words of the 
peacemaker — artless, unstudied, and true to 
nature, which controlled his vengeance and 
calmed the rising tempest of his soul. 

If the voice of the "Peacemaker" is so 
blessed upon earth — if it can restrain the hand 
from bloodshed ; if it can save from the sword 
— may we not judge how well pleasing it must 



106 GOLDEN GLEANINGS. 

be to our Father which is in heaven, when He 
hears the gentle voice of the " Peacemakers " 
upon earth ; for unto them He has declared His 
promise that, in blessing He will bless them, 
and they shall call Him " Father." 

Rejoice then, O favoured of heaven! In- 
heritors of the special blessing of God ! 

Peacemaker upon earth ! does not your heart 
swell with hope and joy as it hears the glad 
voice of the great Redeemer, proclaiming from 
the mountain] these words of love and mercy ? 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called the children of God." 




CHAPTER XIV. 



ON THE WIDOW OF ZAREPHATH. 
1 Kings xvn. 




MONG the many bright examples of 
female benevolence recorded in Bible 
History, none can be found of greater 
significance than that exhibited by a poor widow 
woman of Zarephath, towards Elijah the 
Prophet. The occurrence took place in the reign 
of Ahab, King of Irael, who did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and provoked Him to anger 
more than all the Kings of Israel that went 
before him. 



Speaking by the mouth of Elijah, the Lord 
declared unto Ahab that there should be neither 
dew nor rain, except it were sent at the inter- 
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cession of His Prophet. We are therefore not 
surprised to read that " the famine was sore in 
the land." But the Lord remembered His 
servant ; and Elijah was not left to suffer from 
the great dearth that prevailed in Samaria, for 
the " word " came unto him, directing him to go 
eastward and hide by the brook that ran near 
Jordan. In this concealment he was fed in a 
miraculous manner by ravens, which brought 
him food morning and evening, and he drank of 
the waters of the brook. After a time, on account 
of the continued absence of rain, these waters 
failed, and the brook dried up. But still the 
Lord remembered His Prophet, and again sent 
His word unto him, saying: "Arise; go to 
Zarephath, for behold I have commanded a widow 
woman to sustain thee." 

He, therefore, went to that city, and as he 
drew near, faint with thirst and hunger, he saw 
a woman gathering a few sticks, and he prayed 
her to bring him a little water to quench his 
thirst. As she went to do this, he called after 
her, saying : " Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of 
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bread in thy hand." To this the poor widow 
answered : " I have nothing to give thee to eat ; 
all I have got is a single handful of meal with 
a little oil in a cruse ; and even now am gathering 
a little fuel, that I and my son may eat before 
we die." 

When Elijah heard this, he repeated his 
request for a morsel of food, saying : " Thy meal 
shall not waste, nor thy oil fail, until the Lord 
sendeth rain upon the earth." Moved by his 
words, and with a heart softened by her own 
necessities, she hastened to bring him a drink of 
water, with a small portion of the bread she had 
prepared. 

Having thankfully received her gift, the 
Prophet of the Lord went and lodged with the 
woman and her son, and for many days they did 
all eat in her house, the meal not wasting, nor 
the oil failing during that time. At length it 
came to pass that the widow's son fell sick, so 
that he was on the point of death. This grieved 
Elijah very sorely, and .he prayed that the 
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woman's son should be restored; The Lord 
heard the voice of His Prophet, and the child 
revived. When the fond mother saw that her 
son was restored to Hfe through the intercession 
of her guest, she said unto him : " Now I know 
thou art a man of God, for the truth of the Lord 
is in thy mouth." 

It has already been remarked, that this act of 
the humble widow was one of signal benevolence. 
Indeed, the more we consider it, the more does it 
appear as an example of almost boundless charity 
and love. This single handful of meal was all 
that interposed between herself and actual' 
starvation. Along with her son she was about to 
share this last morsel, and then await patiently 
the death which seemed inevitable; yet even 
now, in this hour of dire extremity, she could 
spare a little for the faint and weary stranger 
who had just entered the gates of the city. 

With such an example before our eyes, we as 
Christian readers may derive lessons of mutual 
love and kindness, urging us to the fulfilment 
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of that "great commandment of the Law/' 
which teaches that he who would love God 
musf love his brother also; which teaches 
kindness to friends; forgiveness to enemies; 
and that sympathy with all which causes us " to 
rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep ; " which spreads around 
an atmosphere of peace and joy, shedding the 
light of heaven on the darkness of earth. 

In contemplating the extent of the Creator's 
love to man, the mind becomes lost in the 
measureless abundance of that love, because it 
extends to limits beyond its comprehension. 
Everywhere we see it "covering the earth as 
the waters cover the seas." But chiefly is it 
manifested in that " He sent His only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him." 

And then, see how this heavenly love was 
shown in the life of the Redeemer Himself 
during His intercourse with man upon earth: 
how He fed the hungry ; healed the sick; re- 
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stored sight to the blind; how He wept at the 
distress of Martha and her sister Mary, when 
that their brother Lazarus was dead ; and how, 
in order to soothe their sorrows and assuage 
their grief, He recalled their much-loved brother 
from the tomb. 

Nor did the agony of the Cross abate any- 
thing of His love; for even in that dark hour 
of mortal agony, His voice is heard above the 
tumult, calmly pleading for His tormentors: 
" Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do." Then, on seeing His mother weeping 
at the foot of the Cross near to where the 
faithful John was standing, he comforted her 
with these words: "Behold thy Son!" thus 
committing her to the care of that disciple whom 
He loved. 

* 

Such is the nature of that Divine love, which 
fills the courts of heaven and circles the foot- 
stool of the Almighty — a love so much above 
our power to estimate, or our ability to compre- 
hend. We know, indeed, that it exists, and we 
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can but adore in silence. Yet though we 
reverence, we cannot imitate — we cannot reach 
the depths of that profound love, which is the 
special attribute of God. But we, the humble 
worshippers of earth, may all do something to- 
wards extending and making known the love of 
God among men. 

We may each of us catch some spark of that 
Divine fire which burns on those sacred altars : 
and from the torch of love kindled in heaven, 
we upon earth may draw forth rays of " living 
light," and so do our part in promoting the reign 
of universal love' among ourselves. O Love, 
welcome be thy advent ! When will thy reign 
commence among men ? 

" When will thy hand the olive branch extend, 
And white-robed Innocence from heaven descend ? 
No more shall nation against nation rise, 
And ardent warriors meet with hateful eyes. 

When is the time " that thy visitation draweth 
nigh ?" The heavens of old were full of thy glory. 
When will thy abundance be poured out upon the 
earth ? 

i 
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The courts of heaven still overflow with thee ! 
" Thy kisses wake the eyelids of the morn." 

" How long the Holy City 

Shall heathen feet profane ? 
Return, O Lord, in pity, 

And build her walls again ! 

" Let Israel, home returning, 

Her lost Messiah see ; 
Give oil of joy for mourning, 

And bind Thy Church to Thee." 

It may serve to stimulate this virtue in our- 
selves, if we will but think over the history of 
the poor widow of Zarephath. When our love 
becomes faint — when charity is languid within 
us, we shall find here much to revive and 
strengthen these virtues. 

In periods of prosperity we are all apt to 
forget or overlook the necessities of others. 
Indeed, the heart of man seems to harden under 
a continuance of worldly prosperity. But when 
the hour of trouble or adversity has arrived, then 
the stony heart is softened, and we turn in- 
stinctively to our Heavenly Father, and find 
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comfort and consolation in that love which dis- 
regards not the sighing of the contrite heart. 
We have only to seek, and we shall find — to 
knock, and it shall be opened. If, however, in 
the season of our adversity, we turn to the world 
for consolation, we are sure to meet with in- 
difference — perhaps with contempt and scorn. 
If our appeal is to Heaven, God will hear our cry ; 
but man repels us by his harshness, his austerity, 
and his pride. 

The true Christian, having always the ex- 
ample of the Saviour before him, will do all in 
his power, as well by teaching as example, to 
extend His love upon earth ; exercising gentle- 
ness and .forbearance, not merely in his own 
home and family, but on all occasions wherever 
his influence may extend. 

We must none of us place limits to our love 
and charity, continually bearing in mind that 
even the form or manner of worshipping the 
Supreme Being may very allowably differ among 
men. Of such " peculiarities " and forms the true 

i 2 
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believer takes no account, looking only that his 

brother shall prove himself the "faithful soldier" 

of the Lord. 

» 

It is enough that we all serve one God in 
" spirit and truth ; " that we have the same faith 
in the blood of the Redeemer ; and that we agree 
in asking from above the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. If we agree on these vital points, 
"forms and ceremonies" need not trouble us; 
for are we not brethren in the same faith ? Are 
we not inheritors of the like glorious promise ? 

We kneel, side by side, under the shadow of 
the same Cross ; we worship the same universal 
Father which is in heaven ; perform the same 
duties of love and charity upon earth ; we sleep 
in the same grave, and each carries with him into 
the other world the same hope in the Redeemer. 

Nor is the bright example lost. We indeed shall 
perish, but our love and our charity are things to 
be remembered after us; and, like the blossom 
which retains its fragrance after being plucked 
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from the tree, will " smell sweet in death, and 
bloBBom in the duet." 

" So then the vain contentious world 

(Our peaceful life appro-red) 
Shall wondering say, as they of old, 

'See how these Christians loved I'" 

Finally, this command of the Saviour should be 
ever present to our minds : — To feed the hungry ; 
to clothe the naked ; to visit the sick. " For in- 
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these, ye have done it unto Me." 




CHAPTER XV. 

ON THE CHARACTER OF JOB'S WIFE. 

Job ii. 9. 




IUKSE God, and die!" Such 
were the unholy words spoken 
unto Job by his wife, when 

she saw his affliction, and how fresh calamities 

were multiplied upon him. 

We will consider, first, what were the cir- 
cumstances which induced her to utter these 
startling and impious words. 

We read that Job was the greatest man in 
the East, having large possessions, together 
with a numerous and flourishing family; also 
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that he was a perfect and an upright man, 
fearing God, and " eschewing evil." 

Such was the man whom it pleased God to 
afflict so terribly. In the first place, his cattle 
and possessions were destroyed or taken from 
him, and his servants slain with the sword. 
Then his sons and daughters, while feasting 
in their eldest brother's house, were killed by 
a tempest, which, smiting the four corners of 
the house, destroyed those who were within. 

On hearing of this bereavement, the stricken 
parent started up, and rent his clothes in 
anguish ; then, humbling himself in the dust, 
he worshipped God, saying : " The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be His 



name." 



But the measure of his affliction was not yet 
full, and Satan was permitted to torment him 
still further, for he said : " This man Job, who 
hath so far held fast his integrity, will yet give 
way and curse his Maker to His face, when he 
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shall be more severely tormented, and in a dif- 
ferent manner. He than smote the muc h- 
enduring Job with a sore disease, so that He 
was tortured from the sole of his foot to the 
crown of his head, and he sat down among the 
ashes. This appeared to be the extremity of his 
sorrows. It seemed that nothing could harm 
him further. 

Now was the time for the Evil One to triumph. 
" Now," said he, " Job will turn, and curse his 
Maker." And so thought the wife of his bosom, 
who now approached him — not for the purpose 
of soothing his sorrows or sharing his grief, but 
with words of impiety, as with taunting levity 
she inquired : " Dost thou still retain thine 
integrity ? Curse God, and die ! " Which is as 
if she had said : " You foolish man, to sit down 
uncomplainingly under such accumulating misery. 
Why do you not make an end of yourself and 
your miseries at once? Why not, since your 
sufferings are intolerable, curse God, and die ? " 

Such were the words of comfort — such the 
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counsel which the wife offered to her sorrowing 
husband. Had he not suffered enough already, 
without this thoughtless woman adding another 
pang to his misery ? — a pang perhaps harder to 
hear than any he had yet undergone, and under 
which even his patience gave way; for his 
indignation rose at the words, and he rebuked 
her sternly, saying : st Thou speakest like a 
foolish woman speaketh. Shall we receive good 
at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil?" 

This submission of Job to the Divine Will 
supplies a lesson to us all, teaching us under 
every dispensation of Providence " to hold fast 
our integrity ;" not to murmur and repine 
because God sees fit sometimes to check our 
pride, by taking away our possessions or by 
afflicting us with disease and misfortunes. Such 
calamities are common to us all; and however 
hard to bear, they are not unmixed with good, 
since they serve to exercise our patience, and to 
detach us from too much care after the things 
of this world. 
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We are taught also that they who retain their 
integrity under great tribulation and trial, shall 
eventually be rewarded for their patient sub- 
mission to God's will. We are told that 
" heaviness may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning." And so likewise, after 
our long night of gloom and sorrow, the dawn 
of our prosperity will arrive, to shed its light 
upon us, and fill our hearts with joy and glad- 
ness ; for so it was with Job, the end of whose 
days was marked in an especial manner by the 
bounty and goodness of God. All that had 
been taken from him was restored twofold ; his 
children replaced by a new offspring, and his 
name honoured in the land, " for the Lord 
blessed the latter end of his servant Job more 
than the beginning." 

If, therefore, having this example before our 
eyes, we submit ourselves patiently to God's 
will in our own season of trial and adversity, 
we may look forward with confidence and hope 
to the time' when it shall please the Almighty 
Disposer of events to remove Our troubles from 



124 GOLDEN GLEANINGS. 

us; to prosper us with all happiness, and finally 
to bring us into His everlasting Kingdom, 
through the merits of our Saviour and Redeemer, 
to whom, in the darkest hour of his adversity, 
the struggling Christian, still battling with the 
storms of life, turns with an eye of faith and 
hope, waiting patiently for that voice which alone 
can command the tempest and calm the troubled 
waters of the soul, saying : " Peace, be still !" 

The bruised Spirit, sorrowing under the heavy 
burden of this world's cares, lifts its drooping 
head, and dries the falling tear, as it hears the 
heavenly words of promised blessing from the 
Saviour's lips, saying : u Blessed are they that 
mourn, for they shall be comforted." 

The "broken soldier" of the Cross, whose 
warfare is accomplished, and whose " Work is 
done," answers the kindly summons of the Great 
Master he has served, who thus calls him to his 
welcome rest, saying : " Come unto Me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." 



CHAPTER XIV. 



ON THE "STYLE" OF THIS WORK. 




" Oh, thou, who didst the prophet's voice inspire, 
And touched Isaiah's hallowed lips with fire." 

AVINGr now completed a series of 
Scripture Characters, this little work 
should end, and it is not without re- 
luctance that this paper is given; but the writer 
wishes to add a few words, requesting the 
indulgence of his reader, who, he ventures to 
hope, will not wholly disregard the "lessons" 
here given, even though they may not be con- 
veyed in accordance with the usual manner of 
dealing with religious subjects. This book is 
not written " to sell." It asks nothing from the 
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"critic;" but it is written for the purpose of 
presenting to the reader certain prominent objects 
from Bible history, which cannot fail to be 
useful as subjects of contemplation. 

It has been objected to by some, who have 
read the manuscript of one or two of the " cha- 
racters," that the style is " too flowery." This 
may be so ; yet, in answer to this objection, the 
author himself fails to see that the style is 
unsuited to the subject; and, turning to the 
€€ Book of Life" itself, he begs humbly but con- 
fidently to point to the " style " of the Psalms of 
David, which is highly figurative and glowing, 
as is also that of Job, likewise that of Isaiah and 
the other prophets. Witness the " Songs of 
Solomon," which everywhere abound with the 
most fervid imagery and picturesque figures of 
speech. 

If we turn to the New Testament, we find 
the style of writing and manner of teaching 
the same, and that He " who spake as never 
man spake," always illustrated His discourse by 
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parables, in order ^to impress more clearly and 
fully His meaning, and to imprint the true spirit 
of His doctrine on the hearts of His hearers ; 
for well He knew that the imagination as well 
as the ear must be appealed to, if His words were 
to have their full influence. He did not do His 
work imperfectly or by halves, as "the work" 
is too frequently done in our day. His words 
engage the ear — they warm the imagination, 
and they reach the heart. 

He teaches us not only what to say, but how 
to say it. We will take an example : What 
does He say, when preaching on the Mount He 
warns us against caring too much for the body, 
to the neglect of God and His righteousness ? 

When He tells us, in a few plain and simple 
words, " to seek first the kingdom of God," 
caring always for the soul rather than the body, 
and especially warning us not to take heed to 
our raiment, He does not stop contented with 
this manner of teaching, addressed chiefly to the 
ear; He does more. He next addresses the 



CHAPTER XVII. 



CONCLUSION. 




|T has been said that the painter who 
submits his work to the public, 
ought to hang it up and go 
away in silence. The same may, perhaps, 
be said of an author, who, having finished 
his work, should then retire, without further 
engaging the reader's attention. Bearing thie 
in mind, it is not the intention to intrude 
here with any lengthened remarks. The 
Author is, however, unwilling to say "Fare- 
well," without begging it to be understood 
that what is offered is a very imperfect 
and incomplete sketch of a few only of 
the more prominent Characters in Bible 
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History. It is true that many others might 
have' been added, but this would have 
added to the bulk rather than have in- 
creased the usefulness of the contents. It 
would also have interfered with the desire 
that this humble offering should appear ig 
as modest and unpretending a form as 
possible. But, above all things, the great 
object kept in view throughout is, the 
endeavour to show that the study of the 
Old Testament is not by any means that 
dull, unattractive study which many well- 
meaning people are disposed to think. 

If any thoughtful reader may be induced, 
through this humble medium, to turn with 
inquiring eyes to the "Book of Life" itself, 
the writer will feel more than rewarded for 
whatever pains he has taken. Will the 
reader think for a moment on the several 
Characters here brought under notice? Is 
there one that does not present features of 
great and absorbing interest? Some few, 
indeed, are marked by weakness and infirmity ; 
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but if, now and then, a passing shadow darkens 
our pages, yet are they, for the most part, 
luminous with light and sunshine. If we see 
murmuring and discontent (alas! poor human 
nature), do we not see also patience and 
resignation under suffering ? 

If we see envy and jealousy, we see also 
gentleness, loving-kindness, charity. We see 
" Faith " and " Hope," and every Christian virtue 
exemplified in the various Characters brought 
before us. Is there need to mention natmes ? 

v Ruth! Rachel! Naomi! 

These, indeed, are names recalling scenes 
more touching and of greater interest than 
any which are to be found in the whole 
range of ancient or modern history. What 
can be more touching than the death of 
Rachel — the simple faith of Hannah, or the 
loving-kindness of the poor widow of Zare- 
phath ? 

Here there is much to ponder over — many 
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useful lesaons to be learnt. Here are the 
"glad waters" of life offered freely to all, 
and all are invited to drink freely from the 
bright fountains of truth. Here may the 
fainting soul find strength to sustain and 
hope to cheer its onward path. 

In these inspired writings only do we find 
that which worldly wisdom cannot give, for 
they contain the "teachings" of God Himself, 
compared with which the teaching of man is 
like the spray blown from the fountain which 
the wind scattereth, and whosoever drinketh 
of such waters " shall thirst again : " " But 
whosoever drinketh of the water that I 
shall give, shall thirst no more." 
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